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10 September, 2009 


THE NEWSLETTER OF DUBAI INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


+> FORTHCOMING DATES + 


Sunday, 13 September Parents’ Information Session (PYP) 
- KG61 at 12:00 noon 
- Year 1 at 2:00 pm 
- Year 2 at 2:30 pm 

Tuesday, 15 September Parents’ Information Session (PYP) 
- KG2 at 12:00 noon 
- Year 3 at 2:00 pm 
- Year 4 at 2:30 pm 
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Tuesday, 15 September 


Wednesday, 16 September 


Thursday, 17 September 

Sunday, 20 - Tuesday, 22 September 
Thursday, 24 September 

Sunday, 27 September 


Tuesday, 29 September 


Wednesday, 30 September 
Wednesday, 30 September 
Thursday, 1 October 
Thursday, 1 October 
Sunday, 4 October 
Wednesday, 7 October 


Wednesday, 7 and Thursday, 8 October 


Sunday, 11 October 

Monday, 12 October 

Tuesday, 13 October 

Tuesday, 13 - Thursday, 15 October 
Thursday, 15 October 

Monday, 19 - Thursday, 22 October 
Tuesday, 20 October 


Thursday, 22 October 

Thursday, 22 October 

Sunday, 25 October 

Monday, 26 - Thursday, 29 October 


Parents’ Information Session (MYP) 

- Years 7,8, and 9 at 10:20 am 

- Years 10 and 11 at 12:00 noon 

Parents’ Information Session (PYP) 

- Year 5 at 2:00 pm 

- Year 6 at 2:30 pm 

PADIA Iftar Evening 

Eid Al Fitr 

DP 1 (Year 12) Parents’ Orientation at 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
MyYP Parents’ Information Session 

- Year 10 and 11 at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Central St. Martin's College of Art & Design 

visit at 2:30 - 3:30 pm 

Yale University visit at 12:30 - 1:30 pm 

DP 2 (Year 13) Parents’ Presentation at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 
Professional Development - No school for students 
UAE Middle School Music Festival, Abu Dhabi 

After School Activities 1 start 

Claremont McKenna College visit at 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

3 Way Conference - half day for Elementary students 
Art Expo (Elementary School) 

Professional Development - School finishes at 1:30 pm 
University of Pennsylvania visit at 12:20 - 1:30 pm 
School Photos (Elementary School) 

Canadian Career Fair (26 Universities) visit at 2:15 - 4:00 pm 
Year 6 Camp 

University of Bentley and University of Lawrence visit 
at 12:30 - 2:30 pm 

UN Day 

End of Unit 1, Progress report sent (Elementary School) 
Start of Unit 2 

Year 6 Camp 


+ IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS + 


PyP PARENTS’ INFORMATION SESSIONS - 13 TO 16 SEPTEMBER 

We invite you to attend our Year Level Information Sessions next week. This is an opportunity for 
the whole team to present an overview of the programme for this year and also answer any particular 
questions you may have. The schedule is listed below and we look forward to seeing you there. 


KG1  - 12:00, Sunday, 13 September in the Kindergarten Gym 
Year 1 - 2:00, Sunday, 13 September in the Kindergarten Gym 
Year 2 - 2:30, Sunday, 13 September in the Elementary Gym 


KG2 - 12:00, Tuesday, 15 September in the Kindergarten Gym 
Year 3 - 2:00, Tuesday, 15 September in the Kindergarten Gym 
Year 4 - 2:30, Tuesday, 15 September in the Elementary Gym 


Year 5 - 2:00, Wednesday, 16 September in the Kindergarten Gym 
Year 6 - 2:30, Wednesday, 16 September in the Elementary Gym 
Julian Wilcock, Elementary School Deputy Principal and PYP Coordinator 
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MyP_ PARENTS’ INFORMATION SESSIONS - 15 AND 27 SEPTEMBER 


Parents new to MYP Information Session - Secondary School Presentation Hall 
I would like to invite parents new to the MYP programme to an information session which will cover all 
aspects of the MYP. While the session is intended for new parents, all MYP parents are welcome. 


Parents of Years 7, 8 and 9 on Tuesday 15 September in the morning from 10:30 am 
Parents of Years 10 and 11 on Tuesday 15 September to start at 12:00 noon 


Year 10 and 11 MYP Parents’ Information Session 

If your son or daughter is currently in Year 10 or 11 we strongly advise parents to attend this 
informative session. We will be informing you about The Personal Project, Registering for The MYP 
Certificate and Promotion into the Diploma Programme. 


Sunday, 27 September 6:30 - 8:00 pm in the Secondary School Presentation Hall 
Eleanor Scarr, MYP Coordinator 


DIPLOMA PROGRAMME - PARENTS’ ORIENTATION SESSIONS - 24 AND 30 SEPTEMBER 
As we are off to a good start I thought it appropriate to share some upcoming dates with you in 
order for you to plan your calendars for September. 


DP 1 (Year 12) DP 1 Parents’ Orientation - 24 September at 6:30 - 8:30 pm 

I would like to cordially invite you to this orientation evening which will provide further information 
and discussion on the IB programme. Owing to time constraints during Ramadan it is with regret that 
this session comes a little late but I am sure you will find it informative and valuable. 


DP 2 (Year 13) Parents’ Presentation - 30 September at 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

We are fast approaching the deadline for registrations, university applications and all other issues 
applicable to DP 2 students. I would therefore like to cordially invite all DP 2 parents to an 
information session and presentation on what to expect in this important year which I am sure you 
will find beneficial. 


Both events will take place in the Secondary School Presentation Hall and I Look forward to meeting 
you all. 
Sheugnet Carter, DP Coordinator 


COLLEGE COUNSELLING 

The process of applying to colleges can become increasingly complicated as well as stressful. To 
support students through this, DIA devotes substantial time and research to assist with university 
selection and subsequent application. This service is provided by Rachana Sippy, the Secondary 
School Counsellor and is available to all DP 1 and DP 2 students and their parents. 


In addition to the ongoing personal conferences with students and their families, the Secondary 
School Counsellor is pleased to offer DP 2 students the following workshops on College Application 
Procedures. These workshops will be held during DP 2 student lunch breaks, on the dates provided 
below. Parents are also most welcome to attend. 
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UNIVERSITY VISITS FOR 2009 

During the forthcoming academic year, we anticipate over fifty universities visiting DIA to meet with 
our students. The full schedule of university fairs, including venue, will be announced through Edline 
and DIAlogue. Universities who have confirmed to date are: 


Name of University Time of Visit/Venue 


Cc ins C A 2:30 - 3: i 
entral St Martins College of Art and 29 September, 2009 30 - 3:30 pm Secondary School meeting 
Design room 


Yale University 30 September, 2009 | 12:30 - 1:30 pm Venue to be confirmed 
Claremont McKenna College 7 October, 2009 1:00 - 2:30 pm Venue to be confirmed 
University of Pennsylvania 13 October, 2009 12:20 - 1:30 pm Venue to be confirmed 
Canadian Career Fair (26 universities) 15 October, 2009 2:15 - 4:00 pm Presentation Hall 

ial of Bentley and University of 20 October, 2009 a - 2:30 pm Secondary School meeting 
SAT 

We are privileged to announce that DIA is a registered SAT centre and you are now able to sit your 
SAT I and SAT II at the school. Registration deadline for the 10 October, 2009 SAT was 9 
September, 2009. 

Rachana Sippy, Secondary School Counsellor 


“MUMTAZ" CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
Hope you have all managed to have a holiday over the summer and are looking forward to a productive 
and eventful year. 


As part of the pastoral care in the Secondary School, we are initiating the “Mumtaz” Character 
Development Programme during the single homeroom lessons in the school's six-day cycle. This 
programme will be based on the core values of the school which we try to instil in our students. 


As a note of explanation, "Mumtaz" is an Arabic word that means excellence. In keeping with the aims 
of the school, the programme will try to develop within our students character traits that enhance 
their unique personalities. 


The “Mumtaz” programme will be implemented during the homeroom periods where teachers will be 
involved in activities that expose students to a specific trait, help them internalise it, and learn to 
value in these traits in others. 


Every month, a different virtue or trait will be the focal point of lesson activities. This month 
students will focus on the character trait of respect as we highlight one of the core values of the 
school, Celebration of Diversity. 


In time, students will continue to progress through learning activities which highlight all the 
remaining core values of the school: 

Integrity 

Responsibility 

Achievement Orientation 

Innovation 

Collaboration 


At the end of every term students will have an opportunity to identify class mates they feel 
exemplify theses values, and these students will be recognised for this among their peers. 


Wishing you and your children all the best for the academic year. 
Robert Jennings, Secondary School Dean of Students 
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+> RECENT HAPPENING +> 


KG2CG - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

KG2CG had a wonderful start to the school year. The class has 
worked together to create a list of rules to ensure a happy 
classroom environment and we also enjoyed welcoming some new 
families to DIA. 

Catherine Grigg, KG2 Teacher 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COUNCIL - RECYCLING PROJECT 

The Elementary School Council, together with the help of the 
Emirates Environmental Group, launched a recycling project at DIA 

at the end of our last academic year. Thanks to the support of our 
sponsors, Emirates NBD Bank, we were able to purchase recycling 

cages from the EEG. The Elementary Student Council also raised 

money through a Fun Day to buy recycling bins for the school. 
Secondary School students will also be involved in the project 

which they will use for their CAS hours. Students and parents can drop of f 
items for recycling i.e. paper, cans, plastic and glass and use the coloured 
bins provided. These bins are located in the parent foyer near the 
Elementary School and the bicycle parking zone. In addition to this, the EEG 
cages will be placed in the high school car park. Drop offs can be made 
either directly into the cages or into the school bins. This initiative is open 
to all members of the DIA community and local residents. 

Radhika Bhandari, Curricular & Accreditation Support 


+ UPDATES + 


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

We are always keen to share student achievements and experiences in DIAlogue and with the recent 
break from school, we are eager to hear of any events that took place during the summer months. 
Please forward any news to diafeedback@diadubai.com so that we can celebrate these 
accomplishments with the whole DIA community. We look forward to hearing from you. 


AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

DIA will, again, be running an extensive programme of after school activities for children which will 
begin after the Eid break. A message from DIAlogue will be sent shortly about signing up for these 
activities, all of which can be done online. Many activities are directed by our teachers and have 
little or no cost. Others are of fered by providers outside of the school and do have fees. 


MESSAGE FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
Welcome to our new students and welcome back to all those returning to DIA. We are happy to see 
that even with the economic situation many of our students are returning for another year and that 
new friends are also joining. We are once again nearing 1000 students in the elementary. 


Starting a new school year usually means that there are some things to review with the students. In 
addition to the academics and behaviour rules we also have an emphasis on health and safety. Our 
students are being reminded about the simple precautions they should take to stay healthy and avoid 
the flu. The response to each student having a personal hand sanitizer has been very good. Teachers 
are conducting daily temperature checks to monitor their class. Anyone who appears to be unwell will 
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be sent to the nurse for further checks. We are happy to report that there are no cases of H1N1 
among the students or staff presently at DIA. 


At the start of the school year many parents come into the school buildings with their children, 
resulting in halls and exit areas becoming very congested. Please remember that all students from 
Year 1 through Year 6 should gather in the quadrangle each morning and will be taken to the same 
area for dismissal. All parents may wait in the air conditioned entry area, rather than in the halls. 
Please do not block the exit of the students and try to wait for them at their designated dismissal 
area. Help us avoid having to ask adults to clear the space to allow the children to pass. Again, your 
cooperation and understanding is appreciated. 


Thank you for attending the Hopes and Dreams meetings this week. Taking the time to share 
information with your child's teacher this early in the year is vital. Setting goals and helping your 
child work towards them, hand in hand with the teacher, benefits everyone. 


If at anytime a parent feels the need to meet with a teacher, an appointment can be made. We do 
ask parents to not interrupt classes, even for something small. Parents are welcome to stop into the 
Elementary Office to leave a message which will be delivered. It is also difficult for a teacher to 
have a “quick word” in the morning or at dismissal time without having to stop what they are most 
concerned about doing, being with their students. Again, please schedule an appointment or send an 
email to ensure that the time and attention needed are provided for. 


We all look forward to seeing you at the first Parent Association DIA event - Iftar - Thursday, 17 
September. It is a great way to spend time with our DIA family. 
Donavon Reinsmoen, Elementary School Principal and Assistant Director 


MESSAGE FROM THE SECONDARY SCHOOL DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
Welcome back after the break. Lessons have started and students should all have collected their 
textbooks. We request that textbooks be covered with clear, contact plastic. 


Students in Years 12 and 13 have the opportunity of distinguishing themselves. ZAKs, the school 
uniform provider, has a new shirt available for seniors. The pocket of the shirt has been embroidered 
with the word SENIOR. Also, there is a distinctive strip of tartan, similar to that of the school tie. 


We wish everybody the best for a good and busy academic year. Ramadan Kareem to all our parents 
and students who are celebrating the Holy Month of Ramadan. 
Junia Rust, Deputy Principal Secondary School 


LANGUAGE SCHOOLS OFFERED AT DIA 

DIA offers several after school language classes for native speakers. This year we are pleased to 
host language schools for Finnish, Chinese, Swedish, Norwegian and Dutch students. These are 
organised by parents and provide great opportunities for the students to maintain their native 
language skills. We are also currently looking at the possibility of a language school for French, 
Greek, Urdu and German students. 


FIRE DRILLS AT DIA 

We will soon begin to conduct fire drills. The students will practise the routine before we sound the 
alarm. Younger children will be made aware that it is a practise to help them learn the procedure. All 
visitors in the buildings must also exit at this time. The school has recently had an official inspection 
for safety by the Civil Defence group and everything was approved. 
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EDLINE 

The issuing of passwords for parents to access Edline will continue next week. This is one of the main 
locations of information related to specific year levels. Your child's teacher will often direct you to 
this to view what is happening in the classrooms. If you have difficulty with this, please contact 


helpdesk@diadubai.com 


HiN1 VIRUS 

Firstly I would sincerely like to thank all DIA parents. Everyone has cooperated so wonderfully that 
we have hardly had any child with a runny nose or cough (signs of upper respiratory tract infection) 
in the school. Keeping the children at home until they recover from their symptoms has an added 
benefit as they are then not exposed to ‘other infections’ when their immunity is low. 


Unfortunately the H1N1 ‘menace’ is here to stay and is not something that can be eradicated 
immediately. We in our community have to be constantly vigilant and continue to stress to our 
children the importance of washing our hands and using the hand sanitizers (which our little ones 
have been proudly displaying). Students must continue to avoid kissing and hugging each other. 
Teachers will continue to monitor all children and any found to be unwell will be referred to the 
school clinic, and if necessary, sent home. All the classroom surfaces will continue to be cleaned with 
appropriate disinfectants and antiviral agents. 


I would also suggest that parents work proactively to build up the immunity of their children with 
good eating habits and lots of sleep. Healthy children have strong immunity and are less likely to get 
sick. 


The good news, according to the CDC (Centre of Disease Control), is that the H1N1 virus has not 
progressed to anything more deadly. Although the virus affects many people, only a very small 
percentage will become seriously ill. There have also been no signs of drug resistant strains. When 
available, the H1N1 vaccine will be administered to school age children in two doses. The CDC 
anticipates that the vaccine will be available by mid October. 


We will continue to update you with any developments regarding the H1N1 virus. 
Indira George, School Doctor 


ROADS AND PARKING 

The RTA construction surrounding the school continues and during these phases and changes the 
most important thing that we can do is cooperate. The RTA has estimated the completion to be in 
January and we are frequently in contact with them regarding our concerns for safety during this 
building project. Access to the rear parking area has been restored as well as paving for the “Kiss 
and Drop" area. Please do not park in the drop off areas as this results in traffic coming to a halt. 
If you need to escort your child into the school building, please park at the rear of the school and 
walk in. We are actively pursuing with RTA the completion of at least some parts of the pavement for 
safer access besides taking more steps to help clear congestion on the roads. Meanwhile, we request 
the school community to be very cautious with traffic and pedestrian movement. Please follow the 
directions of our security personnel. 


TRAFFIC FLOW AROUND DIA 

The Parallel Roads Project is now all around DIA. During the construction phases we will be asked to 
change or adjust our drop off points and the entry and exit to the school. Some major changes that 
will impact the school are very evident: 


e The Bus parking area is now for buses only 
e There is no parking along the road in front of the school or on the side of the school 
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A drop off lane will be in place at the side of the school. This road is temporary and only for 
access to the rear parking lot and to approach the drop off area. There is no access to The 
Meadows. 

Please follow the temporary road to turn around or park, avoid making U- turns in the middle 
of the road. 

The RTA has removed the sidewalk and there is no temporary path for bicycles. 

Short term, limited parking for parents will be available in front of the main school entry. 

A drop off area for secondary students is at the far end of the lot and will be accessible 
through the front parking lot. 


CAR SHARE SCHEME 

Parents dropping off children at school are no doubt aware of the traffic challenges. Should you be 
interested in joining a lift-club, you will find notice boards in the entrance of the school. Contact 
details should be filled out on the forms so that parents are able to make arrangements for lifts 
amongst themselves. 


BUS TRANSPORTATION 

Diamond Lease provides bus transportation for many of our students. They offer a door to door 
service across Dubai in fully RTA approved buses with seatbelts and trained drivers. If you wish to 
register for the bus service, please complete a booking form available from the website or at the 
main reception. The cost is AED 8,200 per student for the year. For further enquiries, please 
contact the Supervisor from DIAMONDLEASE, Mr Mohammad Ali on 050 4981744. 


CALENDAR 

Please find the current academic calendar for 2009-2010 on www.diadubai.com. This will be updated 
throughout the year so please keep checking regularly. All upcoming calendar events will also be 
available on the front page of this fortnightly newsletter. 


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS 
The following dates are being marked as professional development days at DIA and are as per our 
KHDA approved calendar: 


Thursday, 1 October, 2009 Staff Development, no school for students (ES and SS) 
Sunday, 7 March, 2010 Staff Development, no school for Secondary School students 
Sunday, 18 April, 2010 Staff Development, no school for Elementary School students 
Thursday, 27 May, 2010 Staff Development, no school for students (ES and SS) 


These days are vital for teachers to sharpen their teaching toolkit. We have synchronised these 
days to coincide with IB training for teachers and on each of these days several teachers will be 
attending the IB workshops in various subjects. Most of these workshops are being held in Dubai and 
Abu Dhabi. Other teachers will be attending in-school Professional Development. 


SCHOOL UNIFORM 

School Uniform is available from ZAKs, located in the Green Community and open Saturday to 
Thursday. Staff at the store will be happy to assist with fittings and can provide an alternation 
service. ZAKs also sell school shoes and other accessories. ZAKs can be contacted directly on 04 
8853316. 


YEARBOOK 


A limited number of 2008-2009 yearbooks are still available for sale, priced at AED 120. Please 
contact the main reception if you would like to purchase a copy. 
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Sunday, 4 October, 3:30 pm 
Sunday, 4 October, 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, 6 October, 3:30 pm 
Wednesday, 14 October, 4:00 pm 
Sunday, 18 October, 3:30 pm 
Monday, 19 October, 3:30 pm 
Monday, 19 October, 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, 20 October, 4:00 pm 
Thursday, 22 October, 4:00 pm 
Tuesday, 27 October, 4:00 pm 
Sunday, 1 November, 3:30 pm 
Friday, 6 November 

Saturday, 7 November 
Saturday, 7 November 


COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 


+> sports FIXTURES + 


U 14 Football vs. DAA @ DIA Boys and Girls 

V Football vs. DAA @ DAA Boys and Girls 

V Football vs. UAS @ UAS Boys and Girls - UAS 
U14 Football vs. UAS @ DIA Boys and Girls 

V Football vs. ASD @ ASD Boys and Girls 

JV Football vs. ASD @ ASD Boys and Girls 

U14 Football vs. ASD @ DIA Boys and Girls 

V Football vs. AAG @ DIA Girls 

JV Football vs. UAS @ DIA Boys and Girls 

JV Football vs. AAG @ DIA Girls 

JV Football vs. DAA @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Swim meet @ ASD 

JV Football playoffs @ DIA 

V Football playoffs/U14 Football Festival @ DAA 


If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of Dubai International Academy, please 
do so using diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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